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Louisiana
Coast1 Tidal Shoreline2

397 Miles 7,721 Miles
State Population3 Gulf Coast Population4

4,533,372 3,548,090

Louisiana has the largest expanse of coastal wetlands in the lower 48 states and is home to the largest delta in North 
America.5 Louisiana’s coast provides a home to nearly half of the state’s population. Th e state’s ecosystems include 
wetlands, shorelines, and adjacent forested and scrub/shrub areas. Th e Mississippi River system has shaped Lou-
isiana’s uniquely formed coastal zone, which is dominated by wetlands and fi lled with sensitive resources. Th ese 
wetlands truly are “America’s wetlands.” Th ey are important to Louisiana citizens, as well as the nation, who de-
pend on them for a variety of important activities, including:

 • Shipping and maritime services. Th e Mississippi River system 
signifi cantly contributed to the growth of this nation. Today, 
more than 30 states depend on coastal Louisiana’s navigation 
channels for imports and exports. In 2009, Louisiana’s ports 
accounted for 20 percent of all waterborne commerce (by ton-
nage) in the nation.6 Five of the 15 largest ports in the United 
States are in Louisiana.7 Th e state’s top three ports handle an 
estimated 55 to 70 percent of all U.S.-exported corn, soy and 
wheat. Th e state’s ports also handle other commodities such as 
steel, coff ee, rubber and chemicals.8

 • Energy production. Louisiana’s off shore waters are home to 
the largest reserves of oil and gas in the nation, producing over 
90 percent of the nation’s Outer Continental Shelf oil and 70 
percent of the country’s Outer Continental Shelf natural gas.9 
Louisiana is the top producer of oil and the secondhighest producer of natural gas in the nation (including 
Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas).10 Th e U.S. Treasury benefi ts by up to $8 to $10 billion annually from 
off shore energy revenues attributable to waters off shore of Louisiana.11 Th is constitutes one of the largest con-
tributions to the treasury.

 • Commercial and recreational fi shing. Louisiana’s coast includes one of the nation’s largest and most produc-
tive estuaries. Nearly 26 percent (by weight) of the commercial fi sh and shellfi sh in the continental United 
States are harvested in Louisiana’s waters.12 Louisiana is the nation’s top producer of shrimp, oysters, crawfi sh 
and blue crabs. Coastal Louisiana is also home to some of the top recreational fi shing waters (both fresh and 
salt water) in the country. Ninety-seven percent (by weight) of the commercial fi sh and shellfi sh harvested in 
the Gulf of Mexico are species that depend on coastal wetlands for reproduction, hatching growth or develop-
ment. Louisiana alone has approximately 40 percent of the coastal wetlands in the continental United States.13

 • Tourism. Nearly 25 million domestic and international tourists visited Louisiana in 2010, adding an estimated 
$9.3 billion in spending to the nation’s economy.14 Nearly half of this spending was in the New Orleans area.
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